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Culture is always changing, from generation to generation,
from town to town, from household to household, and from
individual to individual, but some ideas continue to linger on
in significant and insignificant ways, over vast periods of time
and space. We often point to these things as part of, "our
culture," because they feel like definitive parts of who we are
and must forever be. At other times these things are easily
overlooked and unconsciously taken for granted. Did you
ever play, "Ring Around the Rosie?" when you were a child?
Have you overheard children continuing to play it today? Did
you know it was originally, "Ring a Ring o' Roses," when the
song was first published in 1881, and its origins are much
older than this? Some people claim that it goes back to a
particular plague in European History, although which plague
they cite is not consistent, while others say that it is only a few
hundred years old, invented long after The Black Death or
any of the other plagues the song is typically associated with.
Regardless of its origins the piece hangs on within Western
Civilization for debatable and unclear reasons. It's just one of
those things that, "everybody knows." A more substantive
example of how the past feeds and warps our understanding
of reality is our popular image of God. How many Christians,
non-Christians, agnostics, and atheists can't help but picture
and old man with a white beard and a white robe or toga when
they hear any mention of God? This image comes from a
Greek and Roman conception of, "The Gods," specifically
Zeus/Jupiter, who no one actually worships or believes in
today, so why does the image persists? Because it's just,
"part of our culture."

This is the cover of the Nazi
children's book, Der Giftpilz
(1938), which means "toadstool"
in German. Not all toadstools are
poisonous but the word is
commonly used in many
languages to distinguish noneatable fungi from eatable,

This is a problem, at least for Christians, because this image is very different from the doctrinal understanding
of what God is. This image may be seen everywhere from the Sistine Chapel to The Simpsons, but it’s not
in the Bible. The same is true for many ideas that shape, reshape, and misshape societal understanding in
all areas of our lives, from religion and politics to economics and personal relationships. The popular, general
consensus, "common knowledge" impression of reality is often at odds with the stated reasons that lead
people to believe idea X over idea Y. How many people have served on a jury and said they evaluated the
case on the merits, rather than the skin color of the defendant? It is possible that most of these people
sincerely believe what they are saying but statistical data suggests otherwise. In study after study we see
that people commonly identified as "white" are less likely to be convicted and more likely to receive lesser
sentences when compared with those identified as "black," in similar situations. The long-standing roots or
foundations upon which the rest of our culture is constructed and reconstructed may change over time in
subtle ways, but some core beliefs tend to remain over very long periods of time, which tethers us to the
past and makes us feel that culture is constant. The more I have looked into the history of conspiracy
theories, the more I have found the same common origin beneath them. And despite the fact that these
"theories" defy any scholarly understanding of the past, they remain popular and continue to have an
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emotional appeal that runs back through the mystic cords of memory and into the worst demons of our
nature.

The psychological reasons for why people are attracted to conspiracy theories vary from person to person
but we can identify some common motivations. Psychologist Rob Brotherton's book, Suspicious Minds: Why
We Believe Conspiracy Theories, identifies some natural biases that all human beings have (e.g.
"intentionality bias," assuming every outcome must have had a deliberate intention, and "proportionality
bias," assuming that big events must have a equally larger cause) but I have observed that there is also a
desire on the part of many people to think differently than the "stupid" masses; as if the mere act of going
against established wisdom or the "official" story proves that you are an independent, critical thinker, who is
smarter than the average simpletons around you. Sometimes there is a general distrust of other people,
because of bad experiences with other people, or because you know yourself to be untrustworthy and
presume everyone else to be equally corrupt. There is a cynical faith that can develop from these feelings,
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along with a misguided presumption that some conniving person, "could get away with this," simply because
you are capable of thinking "this" up, even if the logistics are impossible. There often appears to be a
correlation between self-worth and ready acceptance of alleged conspiracies. The less important you see
your own actions and your ability to effect the world, the more power you assume others must have in their
ability to plan and carry out world events. It should also be noted that everyone has an innate inclination to
believe things that support the way they already see the world and few people work at cultivating the ability
to resist this impulse. But the largest psychological factor of all appears to be a primal fear of the unknown.
When confronted with a group of people who look, dress, speak, act, worship, or think differently than the
group you identify with, people's natural reaction is to ask, "What is wrong with them?" or, "What dangers do
they present for me and mine?"
Hypothetically, present day conspiracy theories and the conspiracist mindset that supports them, could have
developed from many different historical sources, in many different societies, throughout the globe, but the
worldwide exploration and colonial expansion of Europeans from roughly 1492 onward seriously neutered
these alternative sources. Local "others" were replaced or overshadowed, to a large degree, with the
European conception of the ultimate, "other." Therefore we must look at the history of European fears,
beliefs, and stories surrounding, "The Jews," if we are to understand the origin of today's conspiracy fairytale.

CHRIST KILLERS
The many tribal groups that make up Europe did not think of themselves as, "Europeans," for most of their
history. In time they developed a wider sense of nationality and later a pseudo-scientific believe in different,
"races," but even this did not bring all of Europe together as Europeans, or "white" people, the way it tended
to united people of European ancestry in the United States. You find this in Nazi ideology, which dismissed
American "white supremacists" as ignorant. People who would pass as "white" in the U.S. (Pols, Russians,
Slavs, etc.) were seen as racially inferior groups by Third Reich intellectuals, while the Japanese were held
up as the "Master Race" of Asia, worthy of partnership with the "Aryan" "Master Race" of Europe.
The one conception of group identity that did bring a degree of unity to Europe came from religion. As the
Christian faith replaced the various pagan gods and nature-based faiths formerly predominant throughout
Europe, a new sense of who "we are" began to form. Sectarian battles raged on between the Orthodox
Church, Catholics, and Protestants, but these battles were a struggle between which "one of us" was right.
Other religious people, from Muslims to Buddhists, were not seen in the same light. They were clearly,
"others," and not, "one of us." Most of these foreigners, however, had their own lands, where they stayed,
most of the time, and the Christians gave them little thought. The one group of foreigners living in the midst
of Christian Europe were a people who had no land of their own to go back to, the Jews. These people didn't
simply have a different religion, they had the opportunity to be the first Christians and they rejected the
Christ. Worst of all, they killed Jesus (as Christian Europeans commonly saw it). It was through this
framework that the perpetual "other" in the midst of Christian culture came to be understood, vilified, feared,
and persecuted.
In reality, Jesus was a practicing Jew during his time on earth and the Romans, not the Jews crucified him.
All of his early followers were also Jews and there is little reason to believe that the minority of Jews who
attacked Jesus represented a consensus against him. The prevailing story in a mostly illiterate Europe,
however, was the one told in, "Passion Plays," and through stain glass window scenes depicting the,
"Stations of the Cross." These simplified and distorted versions of history came to define the way Christians
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saw their savory and the wicked people who were seen as murdered him. If there were two things these
largely uneducated Christians could count on, it was the fact that Jesus was good and the Jews were evil.

BLOOD LIBEL
Stories about the alleged evil deeds of the Jews predate the Middle Ages, but it was during this era, between
the fall of the Roman Empire and the Renaissance (the rebirth of Europe) when Jew hating became
grounded in widely accepted allegations about Jewish life. Since people in those days had little
understanding of germs and disease - knowing only that some sicknesses could be ingested - any outbreak
of general illness or plague was often blamed on Jews who deliberately poisoned the town's well. Why the
Jews did this was debatable but the "fact" that they must have done it received the legitimacy of the mob.
Another popular lie that grew up during this time accused Jews of stealing communion bread and sacred
artifacts in order to burn or destroy them in a symbolic recreation of the crucifixion. But the most egregious
lie, which can be seen as the first real conspiracy theory in European history, was the "blood libel" or "blood
accusation," in which the Jews were accused of sacrificing Christian children, typically boys, in a sadistic
and ritualistic manner. The most elaborate and unrealistic versions of this story featured a yearly meeting in
which Jewish representatives from all over Europe would gather to select the country for that year's victim.
After the deed was done, the boy's blood would then be baked into the food for the Passover meal.
The oldest documented case of such a fantastical crime allegedly being committed was the 1144 murder of
a boy in England, William of Norwich. William became a martyr and saint, whose spirit could perform
miracles, or so it was said. The ruling aristocracy stepped in to quell any unjust vengeance against the local
Jews but this only fueled wilder stories about the alleged power of the Jews and their ability to corrupt the
authorities in service of their evil ends. From 1149 to 1173, a monk, Thomas of Monmouth, wrote a seven
volume work entitled, The Life and Miracles of William of Norwich. These books amount to the first successful
conspiracy theory text and they helped fuel more wild tales of Christian boys and girls being murdered by
Jews throughout the land. By 1290 the anti-Semitic sentiment in England had grown so large that all Jews
were expelled from the country and the expulsion lasted for more than 350 years. Blood libel stories spread
throughout Europe faster than the exiled Jews and the fact that the English had kicked these people out was
taken as proof of their guilt. It may seem silly, even comical, looking back on this now and wondering, "How
could people be so stupid?" but the same pattern of willful ignorance has continued to fuel Jew hating
conspiracy stories and other conspiracy stories ever sense then. The alleged conspirators are always a
maniacal minority with national, if not international, influence and power, who feed off decent, common
people.

POGROMS
Jewish history in Europe was marked by expulsions, bans, and regulations against them throughout the
continent. Even in the places they were allowed to live they were often segregated into "ghettos" (the first
use of the word was in Italy to mark the Jew-only area of Venice in the early 1600s). As faith in the blood
libel and other implausible stories grew, the conspiracist mentality grew in popularity, and it often found
cathartic release whenever something bad happened in a given community (e.g. a child would go missing,
Christian artifacts were desecrated, an unexpected illness would come over the town) or some Christians
chose for their own personal reasons to pick on the local Jews. The ugliness of the mob, fueled by all the
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"true" stories they had heard throughout their lives, erupted into beatings, murders, and the burning of
individuals and entire families alive with the slightest of sparks.
The worst persecutions came to be known as, "pogroms," from a Russian word meaning, "to destroy." These
massacres were sanctioned, and even organized, by local authorities who wanted to deal with, "the Jewish
problem," and/or, officials who wanted to divert public anger from activities they might be engaged in.
Obviously, there have been many acts of ethnic cleansing and violence perpetrated against groups other
than Jews, but no group has seen the kind of international oppression that Jews have, because no other
group has been seen as an international conspiracy and a malevolent danger, the way Jews have.

USURY
Another dimension to this tragic tale is the way old hatreds moved into the realm of economics. Jews were
often prohibited from occupations, by law and by custom, and left with the most socially undesirable
positions, like tax collector and rent collector. This lead to the impression that Jews were greedy, money
obsessed people who did not want to do manual labor or other "honest" work, despite the fact that they were
typically collecting money for Christian bosses. To make matters worse, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam all
have prohibitions against usury (loaning money with interest) but it is exceedingly difficult to grow an
economy without this practice. Jewish law does allow Jews to loan money to non-Jews with interest and this
made them ideally suited for positions in money lending. This in turn lead to periodic charges of exploitation
and waves of violent backlash again the entire Jewish Community. In 1275 England outlawed usury and
hung some 300 Jews, confiscating their property for the state in the process, and fifteen years later, when
the Jews were exiled from the country, it was usury, not the blood libel, that was used as the quasi-legal
justification.

ROTHSCHILD
There were some Jews who managed to escape the lies and laws used against them, and even make a
successful living. One of the most famous was Mayer Amschel Rothschild, who served in the court of William
IX, Landgrave of Hesse-Kassel. Mayer opened a bank in Frankfurt in the 1760s and his sons later
established banks in London, Paris, Naples, and Vienna, to make an international business and perhaps the
largest family fortune in the 1800s. This success, however, only add to the public case against the Jews,
who were perpetually on trial in the minds of millions of Europeans. There have been many lies told about
the power, influence, and sinister motives of the Rothschild family but one of the biggest deals with the Battle
of Waterloo in 1815.
Napoleon and the French lost at Waterloo but the news took several days to get back to England. Nathan
Mayer Rothschild had better messengers working for him than the English government had at the time, so
the news got to him a day earlier than the general public. Nathan used this knowledge to make a short-term
profit, though it was less of a profit than he might have made from a protracted war. Decades later a rumor
came out of France that Nathan had lied to the English public, telling them that Napoleon had won, and this
created such a panic that it allowed him to buy the entire government of England (as if such a thing were
possible). The Nazis made a movie depicting this bit of, "history," Die Rothschilds Aktien auf Waterloo [The
Rothschilds' Shares in Waterloo] (1940) and it continues to be believed in the twenty-first century (in 2013 I
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encountered a man in Dealey Plaza who repeated this exact same lie to me as if it were a fact; you can see
our exchange in my documentary, Conspiracy Theorists Lie (2015)).
It's not hard to find people today who continue to tell new stories about, "The Rothschilds," sometimes using
their name interchangeably with, "The Jews," as if the entire family were a tight-nit cabal secretly heading
up the Jewish domination of the globe for centuries. There is even a Facebook group, "Exposing The
Rothschilds," with nearly 23,000 members (as of March of 2016). The group is closed and I did not want to
join it, but I did send a message to one of the Admins, Dorene Schutz, asking what the group was about.
She said, "The enemy of the planet that runs all the banks and wall street and the FED Reserve," and then
added in a separate message, "ISRAEL also."

MARX
Karl Marx, the father of communism, came from a Jewish family, but he did not practice the faith, or any
religious faith, and was in fact very anti-religion and anti-Semitic. One piece he wrote in 1844, "On The
Jewish Question," asks, "What is the secular basis of Judaism? Practical need, self-interest. What is the
worldly religion of the Jew? Huckstering. What is his worldly God? Money." He then went on to claim that,
"Emancipation from huckstering and money, consequently from practical, real Judaism, would be the selfemancipation of our time." Marx may have been revolutionary in his desire to abolish money and private
property but many of his assumptions about the world were quite conventional, if not reactionary, and very
much in line with the worst thinking of his age or any age. He not only railed against the alleged evils of
capitalism, he portrayed Jews as the worst caricature of capitalists he could imagine, exploiting and
corrupting society without contributing anything positive to it.

THE PROTOCOLS OF THE ELDERS OF ZION
The twentieth century saw great advances for Jews, and others, in terms of their legal rights, yet it also saw
the greatest horrors imaginable; so horrific that they are hard for most people to imagine. The Holocaust
was not a random, haphazard event; it was the collimation of a millennium of accepted, often time,
unquestionable "truths." Jews were international pariahs who could never be loyal to the countries in which
they lived; men and women who were capable of murdering children in bazaar and sadistic rituals; people
who loved money and hated hard work; people who did not contribute to society and society would be better
off without them. Despite all of these "facts" that so many people took for granted, the Holocaust was not
inevitable. A shift in world events through any combination of factors could have likely avoided it. One of the
greatest factors that directly contributed to the, "Final Solution," as the Nazis called it, was the publication in
1903 of, The Protocols of the Meetings of the Learned Elders of Zion (or The Protocols of the Elders of Zion,
or just The Protocols for short). It has proven to be the most successful conspiracy publication of all time in
terms of its destructive power and longevity.
The Protocols were paid for covertly by the Czar of Russian, Nicholas II, and presented to the world as if
they were a genuine document from an international meeting of Zionists. In reality, Zionism is the idea that
Jews should return to their Biblical homeland and reestablish the State of Israel, but the objective of the
mythical "Zionists" depicted in The Protocols is the enslavement of the world. The document was written as
if it were the Jews secret plan for domination and it was widely accepted as such by people looking for
"evidence" that supported their predetermined conclusions. It has been printed and reprinted in many
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languages and even updated from time to time, to make it sound more current and ominous. Prominent and
noteworthy men have embraced it, including Henry Ford, who paid for a half million copies to be printed in
the U.S., along with a Jews hating newspaper where he accused the International Jewish Conspiracy of
manufacturing the First World War and other imaginary crimes.

HITLER
Adolf Hitler was an unknown painter living in Vienna when he first encountered The Protocols. It wasn't the
only anti-Semitic influence in his life but he did cite it in his autobiography/manifesto, Mein Kampf, where he
predicting that, "once [The Protocols] has become the common property of a people, the Jewish menace
may be considered as broken." The National Socialist (Nazi) State, under Hitler's leadership, moved
incrementally again the Jews of Germany and then the rest of Europe, becoming more and more violent as
Hitler's power grew. Once his power began to slip and the war turned against Germany, Hitler's resolve to
put an end to the age old, "Jewish Question," only hardened. He diverted much needed resources and
manpower from the front lines and stepped up his effort to round up and murder Jews on an industrial scale,
because he believed this was the real battle that had to be won at all costs. Throughout his reign he also
saw to it that Jew hating propaganda - from The Protocols and other books to posters, billboards, songs,
and films - were widely available to "educate" the people in Germany and elsewhere.
The indoctrination of children was a priority in Hitler's plan for a Jews-free world and one of the many ways
the Nazis did this was through children's literature. The Poison Mushroom serves as a particularly powerful
indictment of how deeply entrenched Jew hating, conspiracy nonsense had become in Europe and how
dangerous it is to assume that a highly literate, well educated nation, is immune from the powerful influence
of entrenched beliefs and misconceptions. The book begins with a young boy finding a toadstool in the
woods and his mother warning him, "Just as it is often hard to tell a toadstool from an edible mushroom, so
too it is often very hard to recognize the Jew as a swindler and criminal." The text goes on to describe the
"ugly" physical features of the Jews, so you know how to spot them, and how they cheat and steal from good
people. It also claims that the Jewish Talmud defines all Gentiles (all non-Jews) as animals and only the
Jews as fully human (an inversion of the way the Nazis presented the Jews). Further charges include the
Jews alleged cruelty of animals and the idea that their "God" is money. "To earn money, he commits the
greatest crimes. He will not rest until he can sit on a huge money sack, until he has become the king of
money." The book even claims that Christ asked us to remember his "gruesome murder" at the hands of the
Jews, every time we see the cross. The Nazi leadership was actually anti-Christian, but all political groups
must make intellectual compromises when appealing to popular sentiment. Julius Streicher, one of the most
rabid Jew haters in the Nazis ranks, closes out the book with this simple message: "He who fights the Jews
battles the Devil." There is, of course, nothing new here, and nothing true in this book - or the rest the the
Nazi's propaganda - it was just the repetition of countless generations of conspiracy theories, superstitions,
and mindless hatred, excepted as fact.
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THE USUAL SUSPECTS
The Nazis portrayed Jews as the ultimate capitalists - a view in line with Marx and much of European
intellectual thought - while also claiming that the Jews were the ultimate communists, citing Marx, Lenin, and
other "Jews" as evidence. In the Nazi worldview the Soviet Union and the United States were alternatives to
means of enslaving humanity, with both systems being controlled by a Jewish cabal. Only "national
socialism" (aka Nazism), a mix of populist right wing and left wing politics, could free humanity from the
Jewish puppet masters. Radical lefties to this day continue to see capitalists, bankers, financiers,
corporations, Wall Street "fat cats," etc. through a very similar framework. They may not directly identify
these alleged puppet masters as Jewish but they often take for granted the "fact" that a capitalist cabal is
enslaving the world. The radical right today believes in the flip side of the coin, were communists,
progressives, liberals, etc. are the puppet masters enslaving the world, through their control of the,
"mainstream media (MSM)," and the halls of government. Again, it is the worst of European history that
underpins their belief system, even if they do not directly identify these alleged puppet masters as Jewish.
It may be tempting to think that we are only living with the aftermath of Jew hating but the underlining belief
system remains stubbornly popular. Weather it is the assassination of President Kennedy, where Israeli
agents have been blamed for taking out JFK, because he denied Israel, "the bomb," or 9/11, where Israeli
forces are accused of slaughtering Americans in mass to goad the U.S. into a phony war with the Islamic
World, "The Jews" continue to be singled out and feared like no other group, throughout the globe. From
Mel Gibson's drunken rant when the police arrested him - "The Jews are responsible for all the wars in the
world" - to the Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad's carefully chosen words at a worldwide Islamic
summit in 2003, "the Jews rule this world by proxy. They get others to fight and die for them..." Survey results
and reports from Greece to China show that no group has such a vast boogie man image as Jews do. In my
own experience, teaching college students, "The Jews" rank right up there with "corporations" and "China"
as a malevolent power we need to be on guard against, and no other group has been the subject of more
misguided assumptions in my classroom. It is rare, but no unusual for me to hear, "Don't the Jews run
Hollywood?" "Control the media?" "Own all the money?" etc.
Conspiracy theorists refuse to believe, "the official story," on just about every event in history or the news
today. Reality for them is a series of, "false flags," designed to keep us from knowing the, "real truth." They
largely ignore any historical work done by serious historians and insist on seeking out "alternative" sources
until they find the "answers" that make them feel good. The more individuals abandon reason and follow this
make believe rabbit down his imaginary hole, the more likely they are to reach an inevitable conclusion:
There is nowhere deeper you can go than, "The Jews." Why stop at the CIA, the military-industrial complex,
the communists, or Wall Street? Why settle for the Buildbergers, Freemasons, or Illuminati when you can
discover the Mother of all Phony Stories? That is why, no matter how far we have come, we will never get
rid of Jew hating so long as we treat its present day offspring as if it were a reasonable form of conjecture
or just an entertaining pass time. Nor can we properly address the willful ignorance of conspiracy theories
in general, and the need for their mass rejection, unless we acknowledge where they came from and what
they are forever tethered to.
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